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mysterious and the name seems to have been applied to
several different taxes, while the tax itself would appear to
have had a somewhat intermittent career. The same may be
said of the tax on inheritances. As for the chartiatikon^ it
seems to have been a stamp-tax, i.e., an indirect tax. Hence,
even if one admits that the kensos, the real estate tax properly
so called, was levied on urban as well as agricultural land,
the fact remains that the inhabitants of cities were at various
times practically exempted from direct taxation. On the
other hand, the indirect faxes fell heavily upon them in both
forms—customs duties and excise.
Customs duties, as in ancient times, were levied both on
exports and imports and the imported goods that had paid a
customs duty were not thereby exempted from the payment
either of the tax on retail sale or of port or transit dues
(skaliatikori) diabatikon}. Moreover, the customs duties were
fixed at 10 per cent.,1 whereas in ancient Athens they were
only 2 per cent,, and in Roman Italy 2^ per cent, (quadrage-
sima).
Since sea-trade was very highly developed, one can easily
understand that under these conditions the customs revenues
were of vital interest to the Empire. The excise (or tax on
internal consumption of commodities) is set forth in detail
in one document, Novel xxviu of Andronicus Palaeologus
(1317), which has so far not been the subject of any special
study. The fact that each tax bears the name of a commodity
or group of commodities indicates that the amount of the
tax was variable.2 This Novel of Andronicus also mentions
a tax on weights and measures, which was paid by the buyer,
and lastly, the licence-tax paid by merchants for the exercise
of their calling, which tax, too, varied according to each
calling and was named after it.
Taken all in all, especially for the rural population, the
Byzantine fiscal system would have been tolerable, if it had
not been supplemented by a long series of extraordinary or
supplementary obligations, on which a few words must here
be said.
1	At first, under Theodosius, the rate was izj- per cent.
2	This method, in itself reasonable, is to be found in antiquity and in the Ionian
Islands under the Venetian rule.

